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 OBSERVATIONS:

Use one or more of the 5 senses to gather information
Note and record     facts
INFERENCES

Logical interpretation based upon prior knowledge and experiences
Based upon  observations
When conducting experiments, record observations not inferences.  

Inferences   may be used when you are analyzing and interpreting your results.   

Observation or Inference?

O
  1.  The container is filled to the 350 mL mark with water.               
O
  2. The Sun rose at 6:54 this morning. 

I

  3. The caterpillar did not eat the moth because it is not a carnivore. 

O
  4. Sound traveled faster through the desk than through the air.

I

 5. The plant on the left is growing more because it has been receiving more water. 

O
6. When the Sun came out, it made the rain stop. 

I

 7. I can jump high in tennis shoes because they have rubber on the bottom. 

O
 8. When the power is turned on, the game lights up and plays a song. 

O
 9. Dinosaurs died out when they could not adapt to the changing climate. 

O
10. Water can fall as precipitation, which may include rain, snow, or hail. 

Test your observation skills!

1.  Are there cars parked on the sides of the road?

2.  What color is the pickup truck driving in the road?

3.  Any minivans around?




4.  What does the blue sign say?

5.  What's the speed limit?




6.  Are there any pedestrians on the road?

Next test:

1.  How many cars were in the intersection? 
2.   Across the street, are there any parked cars on the side? 
3.  Can you describe at least one of the cars driving through the intersection?

4.  Are there any other potential witnesses?

5.  If your answer is yes, what was this witness doing? 

6.  What was the speed limit? 

7.  Was there anyone parked in the first parking spot? 
Different types of observations:
Qualitative      observations use your senses to observe the results. (Sight, smell, touch, taste and hear.)

Quantitative   observations are made with instruments such as rulers, balances, graduated cylinders, beakers, and thermometers. These results are measurable.
Qualitative  (I)   or Quantitative   (2)? 

1
 1.  It is light green in color. 

1
 2.It taste sour. 

2
 3.One leaf is 9 cm long. 

1
4.It makes a loud pop sound. 

2
5.The mass of the computer is 1 1/2 kg. 
